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(54) COPY PREVENTING DEVICE AND METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To protect the digital 
data from the wrong copying of them by deciding 
whether the received data can be recorded or not 
based on the error data, i.e., a time difference 
function between a transmitting time and the current 
time. 

SOLUTION: A clock module 35 outputs the current 
time of 32-bit value by means of a constitution similar 
to that of a clock module of a transmitting device, i.e., 
based on the same time origin as that of a clock 
module contained in the transmitting device. The 
value of the current time is supplied to a time 
information comparison module 34 which compares 
the value of the current time with the value that is 

extracted from the input video data. If the error between both value is smaller than the 
prescribed value, an enable signal is transmitted to a data enable gate 32. If the said error 
is larger than the prescribed value, the module 34 transmits no enable signal to the gate 
34. Thus, the video recording trial is prevented. 
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